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The Wind Cap

— Jane Yolen

> INTRODUCTION

“The Wind Cap’ is a fictional short story of a young boy, who dreamt of going to the sea. But
his mother disapproved his idea. By chance of fate, he came across a turtle in the field while
working, which turned into a green fairy man. It gave him a cap which had a magical power
of calling wind. Getting this cap the boy went to the sea to fulfill his dream confidently. The
story is about his success after he learns that dreams do not become true through magic but
determination and hard work.
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> ABOUT THE AUTHOR

(]

Jane Hyatt Yolen is an American writer of fantasy, science fiction and children’s books. She is
the author of over 350 books. Some of her noted works include : “The Devil’s Arithmetic’, “The
Emperor and the Kite’, ‘How Do Dinosaurs say Goodnight’ etc. She was born in New York on
11th February, 1939.
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> SUMMARY

Once there was a boy, whose father was a farmer. But he longed to become a sailor. He had
immense love for sea. But his mother was afraid to send him to the sea. He, being an obedient
boy, had suppressed his wish. By twist of fate, he came across a green turtle while working in
the field. After he picked it up on his hand, it turned into a little green fairy. Out of gratitude,
the fairy wanted to grant a wish of the little boy. Although he wished to go to sea, he remained
silent. With the help of magical power the fairy was able to read his mind.
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> WORD-NEST (*%i¢f)
WORDS MEANINGS et ol
lad young boy @ (=
turn of seasons | change of seasons g ARS
obeyed abided by M) FT©
mention state clearly T 341
plough turn up the earth for farming or before B &) SISl el 1
planting seeds
plucked picked up O (e
utter complete or absolute CREY
palm the flat surface of hand RIASEACG|
bowed bent the head to show respect W W T TG
kindness generosity Tl
desire willingness 3R
yearned longed for something ST TTO
express convey oM 59
answered replied something as reaction g st

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
ACTIVITY ¢ O

® Tick the correct alternative:
(i) The lad had wanted to be a

a) doctor O b) sportsman O ¢) sailor 4]
(ii) Mother told the lad that he knew the smell of the

a) soil 4| b) food O c) flower O
(iii) Jon put the turtle on his

a) back O b) head 4| ¢) hand O
(iv) The fairy wanted to know Jon’s

a) age O b) name O c) heart’s desire ™

ACTIVITY ©M

® Rearrange the following sentences in the correct order and put the numbers in the given boxes:
Ans (i) Jon met the tiny green turtle.
(ii) Mother said Jon was a farmer’s son.
(iii) The turtle changed to the tiny green fairy man.
(iv) Jon plucked the turtle from his head.

-i (v) Jon did not express his wish.
(vi) Jon bowed back.

] @ [l B H ]
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ACTIVITY D)

e Answer the following question:
Why do you think Jon thought that the turtle would be safe on his head?

Ans While ploughing in the field Jon found a little green turtle. He placed it on his head like a
hat thinking that it would be safe there. He thought so because it was not possible for him to
keep it in his hand as he was ploughing at that time. Again, it could be dangerous to keep it
anywhere else.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR INTERESTED STUDENTS

1. Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences:
(a) The boy wished to be a—

i) farmer ii) sailor iii) fairy iv) teacher
(b) The father of the boy was a—

i) farmer ii) sailor iii) traveller iv) clerk
(c) The boy did not know much about—

i) farming ii) land iii) sea iv) fishes
(d) The boy had good knowledge of —

i) waterways ii) storms iii) seas iv) seasons

(e) Towards the mother, the boy was —

i) obedient ii) angry iii) irritated iv) disobedient
(f) The boy came across the turtle in—

i) his home ii) field iii) sea iv) ship
(g) The boy kept the turtle—

i) safely ii) carelessly iii) dangerously iv) lovingly

2. Complete the following sentences:
(a) The boy wanted to be
(b) The mother feared to let go the boy to the sea as
(c) The boy knew well about

(d) The boy did not mention twice about the sea as

(e) The boy put the tiny turtle on

(f) The fairy man understood

3. Answer the following questions in brief:
(a) What shows that the boy was very obedient?
(b) Why was the boy’s mother afraid?

(c) Why did the boy get surprised?
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> SUMMARY
Feeling grateful, the fairy man gave a cap to the boy with some special power. By twisting the
cap, he would be able to summon north, south, east and west wind, whenever he wanted. But
the fairy man warned him that no human being would ever be able to take the cap oft from the
head of the boy. Gradually the boy became very popular with the sailors of a ship as he could
call wind, when it was necessary. Eventually, he had spent in the ship a whole year along with
a day on the sea and wanted strongly to see the land.
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> WORD-NEST (%)
WORDS MEANINGS RICIR-R

warning a cautionary message IV
blink shut and open eyes quickly 512 G0 =51
disappeared vanished ST 203 (5
striped designed with lines RIS
ran off escaped N ol
anchored fixed a ship with an anchor AT 7
voyage a trip on sea T
popular famous 2o
summon to call up I F4t
twisted crumpled forcefully AFICe A
churning moving vigorously 234 (ot gfdfe

ACTIVITY €D

® Complete the following sentences with information from the text:

(a) The cap that sailors most desire

Ans could call wind whenever necessary

(b) Seeing a ship anchored near the shore

Ans the boy requested the captain to take him along with him

(c) By twisting the cap, Jon could summon

Ans north, south, east and west winds from all directions.

(d) Jon desired to see the land because

Ans he had become tired to be on the sea for more than a year
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ACTIVITY €D

Answer the following questions:
Why did the fairy man offer Jon the wind-cap?

Jon had kept the tiny green turtle be found in the field while ploughing on his head. The
turtle later turned into a fairy man. The fairy man being grateful wanted to grant Jon’s wish to
become a sailor and offered him the wind cap.

What was the condition that was associated with the wind cap?

The condition associated with the wind cap was that once Jon put on the cap no human being
would be able to remove it from his head.

Why did Jon become popular with the sailors?

Jon could call favourable wind, whenever it was necessary, by twisting his wind cap. So, he
became popular with the sailors.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR INTERESTED STUDENTS

Complete the following sentences with the information from the text:

The fairy man gave a cap to the boy as

The sailors desire

Jon became very popular

The captain loved Jon so

Jon did not go to land for

made Jon tired.

Answer the following questions briefly:
What was the opinion of Jon’s mother about the cap?
What was the good part about the condition which was associated with the cap?

Why did Jon become very popular?

SUMMARY

Jon kept begging to get ashore, but the captain did not allow him to go. One day, the ship
stopped near the village of Jon. Jon was unaware of it. He kept twisting in his sleep dreaming
about land and change of seasons. Eventually his cap also twisted and a violent storm was
created due to that. Although everyone tried to remove the cap from his head, but for the
condition associated with the cap no one could do that. The more they twisted and turned
the boy, the storm increased. The cap was removed finally when the boy was thrown into the
water. After that he swam ashore and ran home with the cap. He decided to put the cap under
a stone where the fairy man would be able to find it. Finally, he started living six months on
land and the rest of the six months on water. Thus, he was able to pursue his wish along with
possessing a hundred acre of land. He got name and fame as ‘Captain Turtle’.
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> WORD-NEST (=i

WORDS MEANINGS it o
begged asked for something very humbly Feqeid A T
unmoved remained stuck to T AT
offshore near the shore, in the sea TSI I FCES STCE
rapidly quickly EURIUIAY)
squall sudden violent gust of wind 218 AJET (A0 RNTT! Aro
whirling to move in circular motion geffrse
snapping breaking suddenly 218 50 TR =0 (91T
mightiest biggest or most powerful T ] 29 *fo4q
spun turned or whirled round and round CIIRIC
acre a unit to measure land i AN 95

ACTIVITY €

® Write ‘T’ for true and ‘F for false statements in the given boxes. Give supporting statements
for each of your answer:

Ans (a) Jon never dreamt about the land.

Supporting statement: - However, Jon could not stop dreaming of the land.’

(b) The squall was called up because Jon was sleeping.

Supporting statement: “Consequently, the cap on his head twisted round and about”

(c) The captain was angry with Jon.
Supporting statement: “In anger, he grabbed him by the tail of his stripped cap, twisted
him thrice and flung him out of the sea.”

(d) Jon did not return the wind cap to the fairy man.
Supporting statement: ‘He placed the wind cap under a stone where he know the fairy

KX

man would find it.’
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ACTIVITY &)

Answer the following questions:

Why did the sailors try to rip off the cap from Jon’s head?

The sailors were trying to stop the storm caused by the wind cap on Jon’s head. So, they tried
to rip off the cap from his head.

How did Jon divide his time between land and sea?

Jon had decided that he would be spending six months on land and six months on water.

Do you think Jon was rightly called Captain Turtle? Give reasons for your answer.

Jon, the little boy in the story, who longed to go to sea, had become famous for the power of
summoning wind whenever he wanted. This power was given to him by a fairy man. Also, after
returning to his home from his first voyage, he had decided that he would stay on land for six
months and would stay on water for the rest of the year. This habit resembles to a turtle, who
lives both on land as well as on water. So, his name Captain Turtle was appropriate.

Why did Jon want to return the wind cap to the fairy man?

At the very beginning of the story, Jon was very happy to have such a magical cap. But later,
he faced lots of trouble regarding the cap along with its aforesaid conditions. Beside that the
captain of the ship accused Jon for the squall and the danger faced by the ship. So, Jon decided
to return the cap to the fairy man and to start sailing as an ordinary sailor.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR INTERESTED STUDENTS

. State whether the following statements are True or False and give suitable supporting

statement:
Jon wanted a month’s holiday.
Supporting sentence:

The cap twisted as the boy also twisted in his sleep.
Supporting sentence:

The boy had told the captain to keep the ship ashore.
Supporting sentence:

Nobody was successful in removing the cap from Jon’s head.
Supporting sentence:

Jon gave the cap back to his mother.
Supporting sentence:

UL

The boy never returned again to the sea.
Supporting sentence:

Complete the following sentences:
The boy dreamt about
The twisting of Jon’s cap while he was asleep
The sailors kept on twisting the cap and
Jon went under the waves .
Jon spent onland and on a ship.

~
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3. Answer the following questions in a sentence:
(a) What did Jon beg to the captain?
(b) What was Jon dreaming about?
(c) Where did the ship land for a while?
(d) What did the squall do to the ship?
(e) What did the captain do with Jon?

4. Answer the following questions in 20 to 30 words :
(a) Why were the sailors angry with Jon?
(b) “It’s his fault.” Who is ‘he’ referred to? What is his fault?

ACTIVIT Y& 6]

e Underline the verbs in following sentences that suggest actions that began in the past and
are still continuing:
(i) They have been travelling for ten hours.
(ii) He thanked me for what I have been doing.
(iii) The baby has been sleeping all day.

ACTIVITYEID)

® Underline the verbs in the following sentences which suggest actions that began before a
certain point in the past and continued up to that time:
(i) They had been playing in the field for an hour before mother called them.
(ii) When I visited my uncle, he had been teaching in a school there for five years.
(iii) Rita had been studying in our school for the last eight years since I met her.

ACTIVITYE )

e Fill in the blank with either the Present Perfect Continuous or Past Perfect Continuous
Tense:
(i) The rain had been pouring when I left home. (pour)
(ii) The engineers have been building the bridge for the past few months. (build)
(iii) The performers have been singing since evening. (sing)
(iv) At that time, Mr. Roy had been writing poems for one month. (write)

ACTIVITY D)

® Replace the underlined words with their antonyms:
(a) Jon has always obeyed his mother.
Ans disobeyed
(b) Jon began his first ever sea voyage.
Ans ended
(c) He became very popular with the sailors.
Ans unpopular
(d) InJon’s dream the seasons turned rapidly.
Ans slowly
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ACTIVIT YL 16Y]

® Imagine you are out on the open sea in a boat with waves rising all around you. Would you
feel scared or excited? Write a paragraph in about eighty words describing your experience
of the sea voyage.

My Experience of a Sea Voyage

I was longing to go on a sea voyage with my family for a long time. Finally my long wait was
over. One day father bought tickets of a ship journey for us. I was very excited when the ship
blew its whistle and started its journey. Wherever we could see was painted in different shades
of blues. The scene was mesmerizing until I noticed a black cloud overcasting from the west.
Within half an hour the atmosphere became dark and gloomy and a squall started. The captain
warned us to go inside and we felt a chill going down our spine for the first time. I realized
how the clear blue atmosphere can look horrifying and gloomy. We felt relieved when the sun
came out again from the covering of clouds.
ACTIVITY 10 (b)

® Suppose you had wished to perform on stage for a long time On the occasion of your schools
annual function, you finally got a chance to do so. Write a letter to your friend describing how
you felt when your wish was fulfilled.

B-32, Sector-11
Rohini
New Delhi-110034

Dear Amrita,
Hope this letter finds you well. Today I am writing this to you to share my feelings of joy with
you.
As you know since childhood I was keen to perform on stage. Finally, my dream came true
yesterday. It was the annual day function of my school. Our teachers had selected my name to
perform a dance with a few other students. I cannot describe in words how excited yet nervous
I was. I had practised well but was still shivering before getting on to the stage. I forgot the
whole world and gave my best performance. My teachers have appreciated me a lot. It has
boosted my confidence even more.
I wish I could show you my performance. Please write back to me about your feelings after
reading this. Take care.

Your loving friend

Sneha

Amrita Roy | 5&%@9
C/O Anjan Roy

124, Rajdanga
Kolkata-700107
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Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow:

There was once a lad who wanted to be a sailor but his mother would not let him go to the sea.
"Child, what do you know of sailing?" she would say. "You're a farmer's son, you know the
turn of the seasons and the smell of the soil but you do not know the sea."

Now the boy whose name was Jon, had always obeyed his mother. So he went about his farm
work with a heavy heart but did not again mention the sea.

One day, he had been walking behind the plough. He all but ran over a tiny green turtle on
a clod of dirt. He picked the turtle up and set it on his head where he knew it would be safe.
When he was done with ploughing, Jon plucked the turtle from his head. To his utter surprise
he found that it had turned into a tiny green fairy man that stood upon his palm and bowed.

"I thank you for your kindness, tell me your heart's desire and I'll grant it to you for saving my
life," said the fairy. Jon bowed back but said nothing. Although his heart yearned to go out to
the sea, he did not express his wish.

The green fairy man could read a heart easily so he said, "I see you wish to go sailing". Jon's
face answered for him.

Answer the following questions: 2x4=8
What did Jon know being a farmer's son?

Where did Jon keep the turtle and why?

What happened when Jon plucked the turtle from his head?

What could the tiny green fairy do?

Find out the meaning of the following words from the text: 2x3=6
lump of earth or clay

having strong desire

to remove from a place or position

Write "T" for true and 'F' for false in the boxes provided against each statement. Give/Quote
supporting statement: (1+41) x3=6

Jon got the turtle from their land.
Jon had no ambition.
The tiny green fairy man was grateful.

Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow:

"Since you put me on your head like a hat to keep me safe, I shall give you a different kind
of cap in return, the kind sailors most desire. A cap full of wind. But there's one warning, no
human hand will ever be able to take it off."

Then with a blink, the fairy man disappeared leaving a striped cap behind. Young Jon put the
cap on his head and ran home to tell his mother.
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"No good will come of the wind cap," she said. But the lad would have none of her cautions. The
very next day, putting on the sailor's cap, he ran off to the sea. On seeing a ship anchored near
the shore, he requested the captain to take him along. Thus began his first ever sea voyage!
Well, the wind cap worked as the fairy had said but that one condition prevailed!

Now that was both bad and good. It was bad because Jon could neither take his cap off before
his captain nor at bedtime. And it was good because neither could he lose the cap nor could
it be stolen from him.

Since it was wind that sailors called for, and wind that Jon could supply he soon became very
popular. When he twisted the cap he could summon the east wind and the west wind. He
could also turn it to call both the north as well as the south wind. The captain would therefore
never part with his prized sailor and let him ashore.

For a year and a day, young Jon did not set foot on land. He saw nothing but the churning of
the waves. Soon there grew in his heart a strong desire to see the land.

Choose the correct answer from the given alternatives: 1x4=4
The green fairy man gave Jon a cap along with—

(a) one advice (b) one suggestion (c) one request (d) one warning
Putting on the sailor's cap he ran off to—

(a) the land (b) the sea (c) the green fairy man (d) the captain

Jon could neither take his cap oft before his captain nor—

(a) at breakfast (b) in the morning (c) at bed time (d) in the evening
Jon soon became very-

(a) popular (b) happy (c) sad (d) unpopular

Find out the meaning of the following words from the text: 2x3=6

held a ship firmly in position
warnings
moving violently

Write EFFECT in case of the CAUSE given and CAUSE in case of the EFFECT given
below: 1x 4=4

CAUSE -

EFFECT - Jon became very popular.

CAUSE - Jon put the fairy man on his head to keep him safe.
EFFECT -

CAUSE - Jon twisted the cap.

EFFECT -

CAUSE -

EFFECT - There grew in Jon's heart a strong desire to see the land.

Answer the following questions: 2x3=6
What did Jon do on seeing a ship anchored near the shore?

Why was the cap both bad and good?

How did Jon become very popular?




3. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow:
"Oh, let me go ashore just for one day," he begged the captain when they had sighted land.
He promised he would return but the captain was unmoved. However, Jon could not stop
dreaming of the land.
One quiet afternoon, he lay fast asleep and fell to dreaming again. Unknown to him, the
ship stood offshore from his old farm. In Jon's dream the seasons turned rapidly and as each
turned, so did Jon in his bed. Consequently, the cap on his head twisted round and about. It
called up a squall from the clear sky that hit the ship without a warning.
The wind had been whirling about the boat tearing the sails and snapping the spars. "It's his
fault," the sailors cried. They shouted in anger and fear and tried to rip the cap oft his head.
Well, they were unsuccessful, for it was a fairy cap. They pulled it and twisted it and so the
squall became a storm, the mightiest they had ever seen. The captain ordered his men to bring
Jon before him. In anger, he grabbed him by the tail of his striped cap, twisted him thrice and
flung him out to the sea. But the winds called up by the cap spun the ship three times around.
As Jon went under the waves, the cap came off his head. Soon the storm stopped, and Jon
swam ashore. The cap followed him. When he got to the land, Jon picked up the cap and ran
home to his mother and farm.
Again in the winter, when the snow lay heavy on the fields, he began to dream of the sea. Jon
went to the wardrobe, got out the fairy cap and stared at it for a long moment. Tucking it in
his shirt, he ran out to the field. He placed the wind cap under a stone where he knew the fairy
man would find it. Then he left again for the seas.
For the rest of his life, Jon spent half the year on a ship and half on the shore till at last he
owned his own boat and a hundred acre farm land. From then on he came to be known as
Captain Turtle for he was as much at home on the water as he was on the land.

A. Complete the following sentences with information from the above text: 2x4=8
(i) Jon promised that
(ii) The captain ordered his men to
(iii) The sailors were not successful in ripping off the cap because
(iv) Jon came to be known as Captain Turtle because

B. Rearrange the following sentences in the correct order: 1x6=6
(i) The winds called up by cap spun the ship.

(ii) The captain ordered his men to bring Jon before him.

(iii) The cap came off Jon’s head.

(iv) Jon fell to dreaming again.

(v) Jon promised he would return.

(vi) They were unsuccessful.

C. Find out the meaning of the following words from the text: 2x3=6
(i) asudden, strong wind —

(ii) alittle away from the sea shore —

(iii) strong poles used to support the sails —
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