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Father’s Help
—R. K. Narayan

> INTRODUCTION :
Father’s help is a short story, written by one of the most celebrated Indian authors R. K.
Narayan. This is a simple story portraying the South Indian town of British India. The story
is lucid, yet mixed with humour. It depicts the life of a boy named Swami, who does not want
to go to school but his father cunningly makes him go to school. It also portrays father-son,

as well as teacher-student relationship.
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> ABOUT THE AUTHOR :

Rasipuram Krishnaswami Iyer Narayanswami is famous by the name of R. K. Narayan. He is one
of the best Indian authors of his time writing in English.

‘Malgudi Days’, from which the story of our syllabus has been excerpted is a semi-autobiographical

trilogy. Apart from this a few other notable works of him are- “The Dark Room (1938)’,
autobiographical “The English Teacher (1945)’, “The Man Eaters of Malgudi (1961)’ , “The

Emerald Route’ etc.
UNIT-1

Lying in bed, Swami realized with a shudder........................o “They say that
even the headmaster is afraid of him.”
> SYNOPSIS :

Swami hated Mondays. Realising with a shudder that is was the dreaded Monday morning,
Swami pretended to have headache to avoid going to school. Though his mother was
sympathetic, his father paid no heed to such nonsense. Swami was aware of his father’s strict
nature, so he changed his trick and argued that as he was late, he would not get an entry in
Samuel’s class who was generally ill-tempered with the late comers. His father advised to make
the headmaster aware of it, but Swami dismissed by saying that even the headmaster was
dreaded by Samuel.
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WORDS MEANINGS e we
shudder a shaking of body, caused by fear Fef
wailed screamed eFIF T4l

headache pain inside the head A TFell
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a)

Ans
b)

Ans
c)

Ans

a)
Ans

b)
Ans

<)
Ans

WORD-NEST
WORDS MEANINGS
generously simply SHISIE
suggested permitted SIS
replied said in reply, answered Ted (el
nonsense idiot @
dress up put on formal cloth (here, wearing | {34 g41
school uniform)
loaf about less to waste time idly (idiom) S[ETH AN S 4l
strict a person who follows rules exactly. | e+ gife @ Fawaf
AT SPIRel
tactics pleas, policies ACHIET
fault mistake R
scold rebuke angrily N9l T Fogmwia /1
especially to great extent, ( here, specifically) | sE

COMRREHENSION EXERCISES WITH ANSWERS

. Choose the correct alternative to complete the following sentences :

With a shudder Swami realized that it was

(i) Friday ii) Thursday iii) Wednesday iv) Monday
iv) Monday
When Swami ought to have been in the school prayer hall, he was lying on the
i) bench ii) table iii) bed iv) desk
i) bench.
According to Swami, Samuel is especially angry with boys who are
i) absent ii) late iii) inattentive iv) undisciplined
ii) late
Fill in the charts with information from the text :

a) time when Swami complained of a headache at 9 oclock in the morning

b) person who ordered Swami to dress up and go Swami’s father

to school
c) name of the teacher mentioned by Swami Samuel

State whether the following statements are True or False. Provide sentences/ phrases/
words in support of your answer:

Swami said that he had a headache.

True. (Supporting statement : ...Swaminathan wailed, “I have a headache.”)

Swami was lying in his father’s room.

False. (Supporting statement : ...Swami was lying on the bench in his mother’s room.)
According to Swami, the headmaster was not afraid of Samuel.

False. (Supporting statement : “They say that even the headmaster is afraid of him.”)
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences:
At 9:30 Swami should have been in the

i) bed ii) playground iii) school prayer hall iv) home

ii) school prayer hall.

At 9:30 Swami was lying on the bench in

i) Father’s room ii) Mother’s room iii) classroom iv) Grandmother’s room

ii) Mother’s room
Samuel was Swami’s

i) Headmaster  ii) Geography teacher iii) Class teacher iv) Maths teacher
iv) Maths teacher

Swami’s ____ forced him to go to school.

i) Mother ii) Father iii) Grandmother iv) Teachers

ii) Father

The term “loaf about less” mean

i) to eat aloaf ii) to work efficiently iii) to roam around idly iv) to play in the field

iii) to roam around idly

Swami’s second excuse for not going to school was that

i) he was suffering from stomach-ache  1ii) he had an important work

iii) he was very late for school iv) he had a tournament

iii) he was very late for school

The headmaster was dreaded by

i) Swami’s father ii) Swami iii) Samuel iv) other teachers in school
iii) Samuel

Swami’s mother allowed him to stay home as she was

i) foolish ii) angry iii) kind-hearted iv) ill

iii) kind-hearted

State whether the following statements are True or False. Provide sentences/ phrases/
words in support of your answer:

Swami was very keen to go to school.

False. (Supporting statement : He hoped he didn’t have to go to school.)

Swami’s mother was very strict.

False. (Supporting statement : Mother generously suggested that Swami might stay at home.)
Swami’s father advised Swami to complain about Samuel to the headmaster.

True. (Supporting statement : “If he is so angry, why not tell your headmaster about it?”)
Answer the following questions : (Each question carries 2 marks)

What did Swami realize lying in bed?

Lying in bed, Swami realized with a shudder that it was Monday morning and he had to go to
school.

What hope cropped up in Swami’s mind then?

Swami hoped that he did not have to go to school as he was quite unwilling to attend school
on that day.

Why did Swami shudder while he was lying in bed?

Lying in bed, Swami ralized that it was Monday morning. He did not want Friday to pass so

quickly and Monday to appear so early because he had to follow again the monotonous routine 3 —
of attending school from Monday to Friday. This is why Swami shuddered while lying in bed. _-
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iv)

Ans

V)
Ans

vi)
Ans

vii)

Ans

What did Swami do to avoid school?

As Swami was unwilling to go to school, he gave a lame excuse. He pretended that he had been
suffering from a headache.

What treatment did Swami’s father suggest for a headache?

Swami’s father suggested him to loaf less on Sundays to get rid of a headache.

Why did Swami change his tactics?

Swami changed his tactics because he knew well that his father was a very strict man and his
strategy would not work according to his father’s plans.

Why did not Swami want to go late to Samuel’s class?

Swami did not want to go late to Samuel’s class because he used to get specifically angry with
boys who come in late.

viii) What excuse Swami make to his father about going late to class?

Ans
ix)

Ans

X)
Ans

Swami told his father that if he would go late to the class, Samuel, the teacher would scold him.
What tactics Swami take to convince his father?

To convince his father, Swami changed his strategy and told him that he could not go to school
then as he was late.

Why did not Swami tell the headmaster about Samuel?

Swami made an exaggerated account about Samuel to his father that even the headmaster was
afraid of Samuel. So it is meaningless to complain to the headmaster against Samuel.

Swami hoped that with this his father would be .......cccoviviviiiiiiiiiiie,
unshaven cheek and yellow coat filled Swaminathan with sorrow.

SYNOPSIS

Instead of being convinced by Swami’s words his father wrote a long letter addressing the
headmaster and complaining about Samuel. Swami anticipated to know about the content of
the letter but his father did not discuss it to him. While going towards school his conscience
started pricking him. Guilt overpowered his mind, when he realised that Samuel was actually
better than the other teachers. Samuel’s figure started floating before Swami's eyes and his
mind became heavy, thinking that Samuel didn’t deserve the allegations he had made.
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behaviour dealings, manners 57, RBIoE
proposed give a suggestion AW S
composed written @A
envelope cover 2N
sealed fastened or closed securely 7 34
apprehensively | anxious or fearful that something bad will happen | sixziseFeita
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WORD-NEST
MEANINGS
conscience a person’s moral sense of right and wrong R[S
plenty much in number ALa
bothered ruled over, tormented ERIC
accurate totally true or correct AoF
regard respect TR
dizzy imbalanced or undecided state of mind SR Al
SIRIRICR RS S
allegation complaints sifecel
grieved affected by grief, hurt RIRE)
moustache a strip of hair growth over the upperlips st

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES WITH ANSWERS

Choose the correct alternative to complete the following sentences:
Father decided to send the headmaster a

i) telegram ii) notice iii) letter iv) report

iii) letter

While going to school Swami was bothered by

i) conscience  ii) headache  iii) toothache iv) fever

i) conscience

The colour of Samuel’s coat was
i) blue ii) black iii) grey iv) yellow
iv) yellow

. Complete the following sentences with information from the text :

Father’s behaviour took an

unexpected turn.
Swami went to school feeling

that he was the worst boy on earth.
Swami stopped on the roadside to

make up his mind about Samuel, his Maths teacher.

. Answer the following questions:

Where did Father put the letter?
Swami’s father put the letter in an envelope.
What did Swami fail to decide about Samuel?

Swami failed to decide if his Maths teacher, Samuel, actually deserved the allegations made

against him or not.
How did Samuel look?

Samuel had a dark complexion, a dark face, a thin moustache and an unshaven cheek. He also

wore a yellow coat.

S I
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iv)
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Ans
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Ans
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

. Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences:

Father wrote a letter addressing

i) Samuel ii) the class teacher  iii) the headmaster  iv) the board members
iii) the headmaster

Father, in the letter, had written about

i) Swaminathan ii) himself iii) Samuel iv) the headmaster

iii) Samuel

To make up his mind about Samuel, Swami stood

i) under a tree ii) near a shop iii) on the roadside iv) beside the school gate
iii) on the roadside

Swami’s description about Samuel was

i) uncertain ii) inaccurate iii) illogical iv) reasonable

ii) inaccurate

Samuel was more friendly than

i) the headmaster ii) the other teachers iii) the other men iv) the other officers
ii) the other teachers

Samuel had a special regard for

i) all other students except Swami ii) Swami’s father
iii) Swami iv) the headmaster
iii) Swami

Complete the following sentences with information from the text:
Swami felt he had mixed up
the real and the imagined.
In the letter Father made allegations
against Samuel.

Swami was not at all sure if
his description of Samuel had been accurate.
Other teachers were not as
friendly as Samuel.

Swami grieved for Samuel
the more he thought about him.

State whether the following statements are ‘“True’ or ‘False’. Write ‘T’ for ‘True’ and ‘F for
‘False’. Provide sentences/phrases/words in support of your answer:

Samuel was amiable in behaviour.

T (Supporting sentence: Personally he was much more friendly than the other teachers)
Swami was sure that Samuel really deserved the allegations made against him in the father’s
letter.

F (Supporting sentence: He could not decide if Samuel really deserved the allegations made
against him in the letter.)

Father’s behaviour astonished Swami.

T (Supporting sentence: But Father’s behaviour took an unexpected turn.)

Samuel was a bad man.

F (Supporting sentence: Samuel was not such a bad man after all.)

Swami felt that Samuel had a distinctive admiration for him.

T (Supporting sentence: Swami also felt Samuel had a special regard for him.)
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Answer the following questions : (Each question carrries 2 marks)

“But father’s behaviour took an unexpected turn.”— What was the unexpected turn?

Swami had expected that after hearing everything his father would tell him not to go to school.
But unexpectedly, his father wrote a letter complaining about Samuel, addressing to the
headmaster and told Swami to go to school and deliver it to the headmaster.

What had Swami’s father written in the letter?

Swami’s father had written many things complaining against Samuel, in the letter.

How did Swami feel about himself while going to school?

Swami felt that he was the worst boy on the earth, while going to school.

Why did Swami’s conscience bother him?

Swami was not sure about the facts that if his description of Samuel had been accurate. He felt
that he had mixed up the real and the imagined. So his conscience bothered him.
“Everything is there in the letter.” — Who is the speaker ? What was in the letter?

Swami’s father is the speaker.

Hearing about the angry nature of Swami’s Maths teacher, Samuel, Swami’s father had written
a letter to the headmaster. Everything about Samuel’s conduct was written in the letter.
Why was Swami confused?

Swami was confused because he could not decide if Samuel really deserved the allegations
made against him in his father’s letter.

How did Swami feel when he received the letter from his father?

Swami felt little worried about the letter which was written in complaining against his teacher,
Samuel. He felt so because he thought that he exaggerated about Samuel.

viii) Why was Swami apprehensive?

Ans

ix)

Ans

Swami was apprehensive because he did not expect that his father would send a complaint
letter to the headmaster. He feared that his father’s letter would put Samuel into trouble.
Why did Swami think himself to be the worst boy on earth?

Swami thought himself to be the worst boy on earth because of his false and exaggerated
description created by himself about his teacher, Samuel to his father. He felt so because his
conscience started pricking him.

As he entered the school gate, an idea...............c.coooviiinint. he said.

SYNOPSIS

Swami made up his mind to deliver the letter at the end of the school. Samuel was teaching
Arithmetic when Swami arrived at the class. Being asked the reason of his being late, Swami
told that he had a headache. Samuel, instead of being angry, behaved very gently and praised
his father for being a just guardian. Later Samuel has also considered Swami for not doing his
homework due to headache. The class being over, Swami ran to the Headmaster’s room and
came to know that he was on leave for a week. After returning home Swami’s father became
very angry, listening to the incident and tearing up the letter denied to give any other help to
Swami further.
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a)

Ans
b)

Ans
c)

Ans

Ans

b)
Ans

Ans

Ans

WORD-NEST
MEANINGS

occurred According to text occured means appeared qCHR
would deliver | would hand over to ¢TfR rex
justify prove BRI
entrance at the gate AT 2|2
impressed pleased seifie T4
inspecting looking over, examining AQF 9
peon alow-ranking worker such as an attendant or assistant | fq swifzg S9!
tore up to destroy something such as a piece of paper or T G I

cloth by pulling it into pieces 20w el
snatched took away forcibly R e

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES WITH ANSWERS

Choose the correct alternative to complete the following sentences :

When Swami entered the class, Samuel was teaching

i) history ii) arithmetic iii) science iv) geography
ii) arithmetic.

Swami was late to school by

i) half an hour ii) an hour iii) two hours iv) three hours
i) half an hour

The headmaster was on a leave for one

i) day ii) month iii) year iv) week

iv) week

Complete the following sentences with information from the text :
As Swami entered the school gate,

an idea occurred to him.
Swami stood at

the entrance to his class.
Father snatched the letter away from Swami and

tore it up.
Fill in the chart with information from the text:

Cause Effect

a) a) Swami did not do his homework.

b) Swami never met anyone as good as Samuel. | b)

19) ¢) Swami could not deliver the letter.
Cause Effect
a) Swami had a headache. a) Swami did not do his homework.

b) Swami never met anyone as good as Samuel. | b) Swami sat down feeling sad.

¢) The headmaster had gone on a week’s leave. | c) Swami could not deliver the letter.




Ans
b)

Ans
c)

Ans
d)

Ans
e)

Ans

Ans
g

Ans

i)
Ans

ii)
Ans

iii)

i)
Ans
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences:

Swami had thought to deliver the letter to the headmaster
i) at the beginning of the school ii) at the recess
iii) after the last period iv) at the end of the day

iv) at the end of the day

Standing at the entrance of the class, Swami thought that
i) he should go back home

ii) Samuel would not let him enter into the class

iii) Samuel would scold him severely

iv) Samuel would beat him up

iii) Samuel would scold him severely

The bell of the last period rang at
i) 3:30 ii) 2:30 iii) 4:30 iv) 4:45
iii) 4:30

Samuel was checking

i) class work * ii) homework iii) manuscript iv) list

ii) homework

As soon as Swami entered home, his father

i) slapped him * ii) hugged him iii) scolded him iv) tore the letter
iv) tore the letter

Swami was informed about the headmaster’s absence by
i) the gatekeeper ii) the peon
iii) the headmaster himself iv) Samuel

ii) the peon

Swami could not deliver the letter to the headmaster because
i) Samuel ordered him not to do so ii) Samuel was afraid of him
iii) the headmaster was on a week’s leave iv) the peon locked the door

iii) the headmaster was on a week’s leave

. Complete the following sentences with information from the text:

Swami thought that Samuel did not know
what Swami’s father had done to him.
Swami had never met

anyone as good as Samuel.

When Samuel looked at Swami, he hoped
Samuel would scold him severely.

Swami ran to the headmaster’s room and
found the room locked.

Swami stood at the entrance to his class when

Samuel was teaching arithmetic.

State whether the following statements are ‘“True’ or ‘False’. Write ‘T’ for ‘True’ and ‘F for
‘False’. Provide sentences/phrases/words in support of your answer:

Samuel used to get angry the most while inspecting homework.

T (Supporting sentence: The teacher was inspecting home lessons. To Swami’s thinking, this
was the time when Samuel got most angry.)

S I
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ii)
Ans

iii)
Ans

iv)
Ans

V)
Ans

iii)

vi)
Ans

vii)

Ans

viii)
Ans

10.

a)
Ans

b)

Samuel told that the headmaster was on leave.

F (Supporting sentence: The peon told him the headmaster had gone on a week’s leave.)
Swami sat down happily on his seat in the class.

F (Supporting sentence: Swami sat down, feeling sad.)

Swami hoped that Samuel would scold him.

T (Supporting sentence: Swami hoped Samuel would scold him serverely.)

Swami deserves a teacher like Samuel.

T (Supporting sentence: “You deserve your Samuel,” he said.)

Answer the following questions : (Each question carries 2 marks)

When did Swami decide to deliver the letter?

Swami decided to deliver the letter to the headmaster at the end of the school.

Why had Swami decided to deliver the letter at the end of the school?

Swami was very guilty and confused about Samuel's character. So, he had decided to observe
Samuel throughout the day and he was sure that Samuel would get angry for some reason, then
he would give the letter to the headmaster.

What did Samuel ask surprisingly?

On hearing of Swami having a headache, Samuel surprisingly asked why he had come to school
that day.

How did Samuel behave in the class when Swami went to school?

Although Swami had expected Samuel to behave rudely, Samuel behaved quite contrary to
that. Samuel did not get angry on Swami even if he was late to go to the class. He did not even
scold him for not doing the homework. Instead of that he had spoken generously that day.
“I knew you would not deliver it.” —Why does Swami’s father say so?

Swami’s father knew that Swami would not be able to deliver the letter out of fear. Though
Swami had gone to the headmaster’s room, he came to know that the headmaster was on
leave. That is why he couldn’t give the letter to him, his father believed that out of fear Swami
could not deliver the letter.

Why did Swami decide to deliver the letter at the end of the day?

Swami decided to deliver the letter at the end of the day because there was a chance Samuel
might do something during the course of the day to justify the letter.

Why did Samuel want more parents like Swami’s father.

Swami’s father was such a person who did not put up with students missing school unnecessarily.
This proved how much worth and importance he had for education. Thus Samuel wanted more
such parents like Samuel’s father.

Why did Swami consider Samuel as ‘poor man’?

Swami brought the letter which was composed by his father. In the letter his father made a
complaint against Samuel, his teacher to the headmaster. Till then Samuel was totally unaware
of his ill-luck awaiting for him. That is why Swami felt sympathetic for Samuel and considered
him as ‘poor man’.

GRAMMAR IN USE

Choose the correct alternative to complete the following sentences :

Rina ( take/ takes/ took) the bus to go to school everyday.

Rina takes the bus to go to school everyday.

Last Monday, while we (was watching/ have been watching/ were watching) the television, the
electricity went off.
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Ans Last Monday, while we were watching the television, the electricity went off.
c) By this time tomorrow they ( will have left/ will have leave/ will had left).
Ans By this time tomorrow they will have left.
11. Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles and Prepositions:
Arifa, the younger __ the two girls, has cracked IIT, while __ older one is __ engineer __a
multinational company.
Ans  of, the, an, in.

WRITING ACTIVITY

12. Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper (within 100 words) about the problems faced by
commuters due to reckless driving of public vehicles.
The Editor
The Statesman
4, Chowringhee Square, Esplanade, Chandni Chawk, Dharamtala
Kolkata- 700001

Sub : Problem faced by commuters due to reckless driving of public vehicles

Sir,
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, please allow me to draw the attention of
the readers towards the hazards faced by commuters due to reckless driving of public vehicles.
Among the huge population of Kolkata, most of the people travel to their workplace daily by
public transport. Other than the common people, the school going children and elder citizens
have to travel frequently.
It saddens me to say that the drivers of the public vehicles care very little about the traffic
rules in the rush of the busiest hours of the day. They dangerously indulge into some self-
proclaimed competition among each other without taking an account of the passengers or the
passers-by. Violation of the traffic signals, and also overtaking each other cause dangerous
road accidents. Even it leads to mass killing.
I feel that Kolkata police should take strict actions against those reckless drivers and set a high
fine for them. Moreover, they should decide some strict punishment for them as well as taking
fine only can't change their attitude. It would be a great service to the city if you address this
issue in your daily.

Thanking you,

Dated : Octorber 3, 2023 Yours faithfully,

Place-Kolkata Sneha Saha

1. a) Swami went school feeling that he was worst boy earth.

Ans to, the, on

b) Swami stopped roadside make up his mind about Samuel.
Ans on, the, to

¢) As he entered school gate, idea occurred him.
Ans the, an, to

d) Swami stood entrance his class.

Ans at, the, to
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2.
a)

Ans
b)

Ans

a)
Ans

b)
Ans

a)
Ans

b)
Ans

c)
Ans

d)
Ans

a)

Ans
b)

Ans

a)
Ans

b)

Ans

a)
Ans

b)
Ans

Fill in the blanks with proper form of verbs given in brackets:

Swami (go) to school feeling that he (be) the worst boy on earth. His conscience
(bother) him.

went, was, bothered

When the bell (ring) for the last period at 4.30, Swami (pick) up his books and

(run) to the headmaster’s room.
rang, picked, ran

Change the voice from active to passive:

He will scold me if I say so.

If I say so, I will be scolded by him.

Does he always scold the students?

Are the students always scolded by him?

Change the narration from direct to indirect speech and vice-versa:

Father asked him, “Have you no school today?”

Father asked him if he had no school that day.

“Nonsense! Dress up and go,” Father said to Swami.

Father rejected Swami's excuse as nonsense and ordered him to dress up and go.
Swami said, “ I cannot go so late to the class.”

Swami said that he could not go so late to the class.

“Everything is in the letter. Give it to the headmaster,” Father said.

Father said that everything was in the letter. He also told him to give it to the headmaster.

. Join the following set of sentences as directed:

Swami knew how strict his father could be. So he changed his tactics.

(Join into a simple sentence)

Knowing his father’s strictness, Swami changed his tactics.

Swami stood at the entrance to his class. Samuel was teaching arithmatic.
(Join into a compound sentence)

Samuel was teaching arithmatic and Swami stood at the entrance to his class.
Split up the following sentences into simple sentences:

Lying in bed, Swami realized with a shudder that it was a Monday morning.
Swami was lying in bed.

It was a Monday morning.

Swami realized that with a shudder.

At 9 30, when he ought to have been in the school prayer hall, Swami was lying on the bench
in Mother's room.

It was 9 30 a.m.

Swami ought to have been in the school prayer hall at this time.

Swami was lying on a bench.

The bench was in his Mother's room.

Transform the following sentences as directed:

Swami asked apprehensively. (Use the noun form of apprehensively)
Swami asked with apprehension.

Samuel appeared very gentle. (Use the noun form of appeared)

Samuel's appearance was very gentle.
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a)
Ans

b)
Ans

c)
Ans

d)
Ans

a)

Ans
b)

Ans
c)

Ans
d)

Ans

e)

Ans

Ans
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Change the sentences as directed, without changing the meaning :

He hoped he didn't have to go to school. (Change it into affirmative )

He hoped that he would be able to skip the school.

It is your own fault. (Make it interrogative)

Is it not your own fault?

No amount of protest from Swami would make him change his mind. (Change it into
affirmative)

Any amount of protest from Swami was in vain to make him change his mind.

I can't go so late to the class. (Turn into an interrogative sentence)

Can I go so late to the class?

WHY IS THIS TEXT IMPORTANT?

Every text that has been chosen for the syllabus, holds some significance. After reading this
text “Father’s Help" we get to see many aspects of a boy's mind. How like every other child of
his age, he does not want to go to school, how he gives excuses. Apart from it, the guilt feeling
of his mind is also noticeable, which is also very evident at his age. Children are notorious but
innocent. The guilt feeling proves Swami's honesty, even if he had given excuse before. This
chapter will teach students the actual nature of teachers. They might be strict but they love us.
It also highlights the father-son relationship.

FOR ADVANCED AND INTERESTED STUDENTS
PRACTICE QUESTION CLUSTER

. Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences:

Swami was suffering from

i) palpitation ii) pain in the head  iii) high temperature iv) enteric diseases
Swami was late to school by

i) 60 minutes ii) 15 minutes iii) % minute iv) 30 minutes

Swami hoped that he would convince his father for his absence from school by saying that

i) he had a headache ii) his school was closed that day

iii) he was very late for school iv) his class teacher would rebuke him for being

late at school

For Swami’s late attendance his father wrote
i) a note to the headmaster ii) an open long letter to the headmaster
iii) a long letter to the class teacher iv) alongletter to the headmaster in a sealed envelope

When his father gave him the letter, Swami became

i) indifferent to know about its content

i) delighted that his father did not rebuke him

iii) relieved that he would not be rebuked by his class teacher
iv) worried the at something unpleasant might happen

To recall Samuel’s appearance, Swami was full of
i) pleasure ii) genial humour iii) sorrow iv) confusion
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g) Swami decided to delay the giving of the letter
i) to give a chance to Samuel to correct himself
ii) to strengthen the case against Samuel
iii) to make it as secret as possible
iv) to be able to speak to the headmaster personally
Ans
h) When Swami stood at the classroom door, Samuel
i) wondered why Swami was delayed
ii) ordered Swami to remain at the classroom door

iii) pointed out that Swami failed to come in time

iv) told Swami that he should have stayed home
Ans

i) Swami pitied Samuel because

i) Samuel did not know what awaited him

ii) Samuel was already dismissed service

iii) Samuel looked so pathetic in his dress

iv) Samuel disapproved of Swami’s father

Ans
j) At the entrance to his class, Swami expected that Samuel would scold him
i) slightly ii) harshly iii) mildly iv) gently
Ans
k) The outlook of Swami’s father made Samuel
i) confused ii) worried iii) sorrowful iv) impressed
Ans

2. Complete the following sentences with information from the text:
i) Swami’s father was quite right because
ii) Samuel looked impressed when
iii) The unexpected question from Samuel was that
iv) Swami sat down with a feeling of
v) An idea occurred to Swami when
vi) Swami’s mother allowed him to
vii) Swami’s mind was filled with sorrow as he
viii) Swami failed to decide whether
ix) Swami was anxious to know about
Xx) Swami ran to the headmaster’s room when

3. State whether the following statements are ‘True’ or ‘False’. Provide sentences/phrases/
words in support of your answer:

i) When Father proposed to send a letter to the headmaster, Swami did not protest. 1]
Supporting sentence:

ii) Swami realized that whatever he said about Samuel was a combination of truth and

imagination.
Supporting sentence:
iii) Samuel was offended with Swami’s father. L 1

m Supporting sentence:




iv)

V)

vi)

vii)

viii) Swami’s conscience troubled him on the way from school to residence.

ix)

x) Samuel told him that the headmaster is on leave.

Swami was struck with an idea while entering the class.
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Supporting sentence:

Samuel would remain very calm while checking home lessons usually.

Supporting sentence:

Instead of being in the school prayer hall, Swami was lying in his bed-room.

Supporting sentence:

Swami’s remark appeared too foolish that his father forced him to go to school.

Supporting sentence:

Supporting sentence:

Samuel’s cheek was saved.
Supporting sentence:

[RIRIRIRIRINI

Supporting sentence:

4. Fill in the chart with information from the text:

i)

ii)

iii)

Statement

Reason

(i) Swami should deliver the letter to the
headmaster at the end of the day.

(i)

(ii)

(ii) “My father said I should not miss school,
sir.”

Cause

Effect

(i) Swami’s conscience bothered him.

(i)

(ii)

(ii) Swami stopped on the roadside.

Statement

Reason

(i) Mother suggested Swami to stay at home.

(i)

(ii)

(ii) Swami changed his tatics.

5. Answer the following questions:

i) What did Swami say to his father regarding Samuel?

Ans

ii) When Swami’s mother heard him wailing, what did she say?

Ans

iii) Why was Swami so curious to know what was written in the letter?

Ans
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iv) Why did Mother suggest that Swami might stay at home?
Ans

v) Why and where was Sawmi lying at 9.30 am and where was he supposed to be at that time?
Ans

vi) How was Swami received in the class by Samuel when he reached the school half an hour late?
Ans

vii) What unexpected turn did Swami find in his father’s behaviour?

Ans
viii) What is the significance of the title of the story “Father’s Help”?
Ans
ix) What did Swami fail to decide about Samuel?
Ans
x) What was an unexpected question to Swami?
Ans
xi) “You deserve your Samuel.” — Why did Father say this to Swami?
Ans
xii) What did Father say to Swami as soon as Swami entered home?
Ans
xiii) How did Swami reassess Samuel?
Ans
xiv) What is the story “Father‘s Help” about?
Ans
xv) What impressed Samuel?
Ans

WRITING ACTIVITIES

1. Write a letter to the Editor of an English newspaper complaining against the price rise of
essential commodities.

Ans

2. Write a letter to the Editor of an English newspaper about the nonsensical practice of bursting
crackers during festivals.

Ans

3. Write a letter to the Editor of an English daily complaining about the menace caused by
frocible collection of subscription for Kali Puja.

Ans




CHAPTERWISE MOCK TEST
Class: X
Subject : English

Lesson 1: Father’s Help
Time: 50 minutes Full Marks: 25

1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below:
“You are half an hour late”, Samuel said.
“I have a headache, sir”, Swami said.
“Then why did you come at all?”
This was an unexpected question from Samuel.
Swami said, “My father said I shouldn’t miss school, sir.”
Samuel looked impressed, “Your father is quite right. We want more parents like him.”
“Oh, you poor man!” Swami thought, “ you don’t know what my father has done to you.”
“All right, go to your seat.”
Swami sat down, feeling sad. He had never met anyone as good as Samuel.

A. Complete each of the sentences below by choosing the correct alternative: 1x5=5
(i) Swami was late to school by—
(a) an hour (b) half an hour
(c) forty five minutes (d) fifteen minutes
(ii) Swami was suffering from—
(a) high fever (b) toothache
(c) enteric diseases (d) headache
(iii) Swami sat down feeling—
(a) delighted (b) worried
(c) sad (d) scared
(iv) Swami’s father wanted him not to miss—
(a) seminar (b) practice
(¢) school (d) gymnasium
(v) “Then why did you come at all?”— To Swami such a question seemed to be—
(a) unexpected (b) expected
(c) meaningless (d) none of these
B. Complete the following sentences with information from the passage: 1x2=2

(i) Swami’s father was quite right because
(i) Samuel looked impressed as

C. Write the Effect against the Cause given and the Cause against Effect given: 1x2=2

Cause: Swami never met anyone as good as Samuel
Effect: Swami was left an hour late

D. Pick out a sentence to show that Swami’s judgment about Samuel was wrong.




2. Read the following passage and answer the questions:
Swami knew how strict his father could be. So he changed his tactics. “I can’t go so late to the class.”
“You’ll have to. It is your own fault”.
“What will the teacher think if I go so late?”
“Tell him you had a headache and so are late.”
“He will scold me if I say so.”
“Will he? Let us see. What is his name?”
“Samuel.”
“Does he always scold the students?”

“He is a very angry man. He is especially angry with boys who come in late. I wouldn’t like to go
late to Samuel’s class.”

“If he is so angry, why not tell your headmaster about it?”
“They say that even the headmaster is afraid of him.”

A. Complete each of the sentences below by choosing the correct alternative: 1x5=5

(i) Samuelwasa/an —

(a) lovable man (b) angry man (c) polite man (d) sensible man
(ii) Theboywas— to go to school. (Fill up the blank)

(a) eager (b) happy (c) reluctant (d) willing
(iii) The boy’s father advised him to—

(a) praise Samuel (b) offend Samuel

(c) tell the headmaster about Samuel’s rude behavior (d) beg his teacher’s pardon
(iv) Samuel dislikes those students who—

(a) are inattentive (b) are irregular (c) are lazy (d) are unpunctual
(v) According to the boy, the headmasterwas by Samuel. (Fill up the blank)

(a) feared (b) admired (¢) hated (d) criticized

B. Write ‘T’ for the True statement(s) and ‘F’ for the False one(s). Provide sentences/ phrases /
words in support of your answers: 2x2=4

(i) Samuel behaved rudely towards his students.
(ii) The boy’s father informed him to tell the teacher why he was late.

C. Answer the following questions. 2x3=6
(i) What forced Swami to change his tactics?
(ii) What was Swami’s opinion about Samuel?
(iii) Why was Swami reluctant to go to Samuel’s class?
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